
Noon Bible Study: 1 Timothy 6 (Part 2) 
Paul has written this letter to Timothy to aid him in setting up godly and healthy churches.  Paul, unable to be with Timothy at 
this time for this work, writes about what one should look for, work towards and hold up as the foundational standard for God’s 
people. After a thorough warning against false teachers and those who will step away from the words of Christ, Paul gives some 
final instructions to his young ministry partner. He has just highlighted qualities and character traits that should be avoided 
by a servant of the Lord (with some specific time spent on greed and improper desire for money and material possessions).  And now 
Paul turns towards home with some final words to Timothy. 
 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 - Final Charges To Timothy: Flee & Pursue 
 

How would you describe the Christian life?  A walk? A journey? A path? A relationship? Those metaphors certainly have their 
place in describing the Christian life - but for Paul, the picture he paints is one much  more intense and aggressive than a 
sunny walk on the beach admiring footprints.  Paul does not look at the Christian life as a casual or passive at all.  In his 
letters, he will frequently use the language of taking action, of athletic competition and even warfare.  Let’s consider the 
charges he gives to Timothy as this letter ends. 

 
Flee - to flee something means you are running away from something dangerous or evil or perilous and towards safety.  When 
you “flee” you’re not casual or walking at a nice pace - think high speed chase rather than Sunday drive.  Paul urges 
Timothy to run away from the things addressed in the previous section (conceit, foolishness, controversy, disputes about 
words, envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, friction, greed, lack of content, desire for riches, love of 
money).  Don’t entertain or make peace with them, don’t live across the street from them, don’t visit them from time to time - 
Timothy, run away from these things, you’re a man of God! 

 
Pursue - this word means to to put to flight and is most often the word translated elsewhere as “persecute.” To pursue 
someone is not to just follow after them like when you take a hike or follow another car to arrive at the same location - 
pursuit implies following after with the intent to get or overtake whatever it is you’re following.  Webster defines the 
English word “pursue” as “to follow in order to overtake, capture, kill, or defeat”.  We use the word when we speak of law 
enforcement in the “pursuit” of a criminal.  They will not stop until they get ‘em.  Timothy, pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 

 
Q - What does the language used here (flee and pursue) communicate to you? 
Q - Which of the things Timothy is told to pursue stands out to you the most? 
 

Fight - (ἀγωνίζομαι agonizomai) - this word means the fight or struggle, to contend for a prize. The fight here is the 
“good fight of faith” - the fight to remain faithful to Jesus Christ, to reject the world, to stay pure and loving and sober 
minded.  This charge was previously given to Timothy in 1:18 where he was reminded of what was prophesied about him - in 1:18 
the word for “fight” is a word which means to make war.  Here it is more like competing in the competition.  Timothy, fight 
the good fight of faith. 
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Take Hold - NLT - “hold tightly”. This word means to attain or take possession of.  Timothy is told to “take hold of the 
eternal life” he was called to - the prize given to the winners of the fight. Paul also references the confession that Timothy 
made as well as the confession Jesus Christ made.  Jesus confessed before Pilate that he was the king/Messiah (Matthew 27:11, 
John 18:37) even when facing prosecution and death.  Timothy’s confession was that Jesus is Lord and he will serve him, come 
what may. Timothy, you have entered the competition, started the competition and have a prize waiting for you at the end of 
the competition - take hold of it! 

 
Keep (the/this commandment) - the context and language here is probably referring to the commandment Paul just gave and 
the charge Paul has given Timothy in this letter (rather than another/random commandment). NET, NLT, CSB, NIV all translate 
“obey/keep this command.” Paul charges Timothy on these things in the “presence of God..and Jesus Christ”, stressing the 
seriousness of this and that this isn’t just Paul’s advice.  Timothy, this is the great task of your life. Do it right and well 
and until you see the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Here’s the progression of what Paul is saying - Run away from the things of this world and run towards the things of God - it’s 
going to be a struggle and fight along the way but once you have taken hold of faith and truth and the things of God - do not 
let it go! 
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 - Instructions For Rich 
 

This is an interesting word from Paul.  As we saw in the first part of this chapter, there are serious warnings about riches, 
wealth and greed.  We discussed how love of money and the desire for worldly things is an insidious and poisonous threat 
that should be taken seriously.  And yet Paul gives instructions to those who are “rich” about how to use their wealth in a 
godly way.  The call to “sell all you have and follow me” is not a general statement to every Christian, for God is going 
to work through those who are gifted, fortunate, and of means to support and further his work and care for his people. 
 
So, for those who would be considered “rich” (which certainly would be different based on your culture and context), must 
not be conceited or “fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches” but God, who is their true provider. 
 
Those who are rich should do good, be “rich” in their good deeds and be both generous and ready to share.  Christians who are 
rich also must remember they “brought nothing into this world and cannot take anything out either” (1 Timothy 6:7) and live 
for the treasured prommis of the age to come. 

 
1 Timothy 6:20-21 - Guard & Stay Focused 
 

One take away of this letter is Paul’s desire to keep Timothy and the church by extension focused on the right things.  We 
can think back to the beginning of the letter where Paul said that part of the error of the false teachers/teaching is that 
it causes people to move away from what really matters. 

 
1 Timothy 1:3-5 (NLT) - When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and stop those whose teaching is 
contrary to the truth. 4 Don't let them waste their time in endless discussion of myths and spiritual pedigrees. These 
things only lead to meaningless speculations, which don't help people live a life of faith in God. 5 The purpose of my 
instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine 
faith. 
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I think Paul is reiterating that same truth here at the end of his letter.  Guard what has been given to you, avoid the things 
that will pull you away from where you’re supposed to be.  Those who have not stayed focused and clear have gone astray.  Paul 
is pleading with Timothy to not end up in that group. 
 
Timothy, guard what has been given, that which is of God and valuable.  Avoid the things that are a waste of time and energy. 
 
As we conclude Paul’s first letter to Timothy we can glean a lot about the church generally and about church leadership and 
service specifically - but all Christians have much to consider and follow from this letter.  Paul is going to write this letter 
and have it sent by hand, foot and boat perhaps to get to his friend and disciple Timothy.  At that time this wouldn’t be one 
letter mixed up somewhere on the table amidst bills, flyers and other junk mail.  This letter would have been received by Timothy 
who would have heard Paul’s own voice and heart as he read.  This letter will be written about 30 years after Jesus’ ministry 
and decades into Paul’s own work - Paul is concerned about the future of the movement, concerned about the future of the 
church.  God inspired Paul to write a vision for the church at this time - a family of followers of Jesus committed to loving God 
and people. 
 
If Timothy takes Paul's words seriously, he will share them with the church in Ephesus.  If the Epesian church takes Timothy's 
words seriously, they will represent King Jesus well in this evil age.  Will they keep the main thing the main thing or entertain 
counterfeit versions of the gospel (1 Timothy 1)?  Will they be a church that prays, that cares about the lost, and who is made 
up of godly men and women or just allow the world to determine those things? (1 Timothy 2)?  Will they be led by faithful and 
Christlike elders and deacons who care for God’s people or settle for another way and not make hard decisions (1 Timothy 
3)?  Will they accept what their culture is teaching and promoting and follow false teachers or will they stay faithful to the 
leading of Scripture and God’s spirit (1 Timothy 4)?  Will they be a multigenerational community of love and generosity or form 
cliques and ignore the needs around them (1 Timothy 5)?   
 
The answer to those questions depends on the church, the people of God of that day.  They had to make that choice.  They were the 
determiners of their destiny.  It wasn’t something Paul could do for them nor Timothy force upon them.  Each Christian in that 
community would play a part in this going well or going awry.  Sure they were not on their own or without the great grace and 
help of God to empower and sustain and support and fill in gaps and the rest - the first and final words of the letter affirm 
that - “Grace be with you.. (1:2, 6:21).  But, empowered by the grace of God, the church must fight and struggle and and strive 
and pray and compete and pay attention and be intentional to follow Jesus Christ.  Paul wrote his heart and outline of how they 
ought to do that - that’s what we just read. 
 
And finishing 1 Timothy, we now are presented with that same moment.  Paul wrote to Timothy, Timothy gave to the church, the 
church preserved the writing and now it is given to us. And we must ask - what are we going to do?  How will we respond?  What 
will God’s church do and be and become in this moment? 
 
I say we go for it.  Let’s be God’s special people - distinct and devoted to the way of Jesus - willing to give and love and 
sacrifice and make hard choices and consecrate ourselves to this great calling which ultimately has come from a great God who 
is worthy of the glory that you and I can give him today. 
 

1 Timothy 1:17  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,  
   be honor and glory forever and ever.  
   Amen. 
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